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DC Council Committee on Human Services 

Public Roundtable on the Mayor's 2004-2005 Winter Plan 
Wed. Oct 27, 2004 

11:00 A.M. 
 

 
 
Good Morning. My name is Carlos Gutiérrez. My friend Juan Pastor died 
the year befote last from hypothermia. I want more shelters, such as 
churches to open. I have stayed many times in the cold at Meridian Hill. I 
am worried because I’ve learned that Meridian Hill is not going to open this 
winter. At least for the winter, the city should open another shelter in the 
Columbia Heights Neighborhood. Many people that are under the influence 
are not going to be able to walk to the Georgia Avenue neighborhood to go 
to the other church. 
  
They can not live outside in the cold. Becuase we have already seen that 
people have died outside. 
  
I say this because I have lived in the streets. But thank God, this winter I am 
going to be in a program, at Neighbors’ Consejo. I am worried for the people 
who are still in the streets. Neighbors’ Consejo is already full. There are no 
more beds. 
  
Some people look for recovery oportunities. The city shoudl collaborate with 
more shelters and recovery programs in order to give opportunities to people 
who are on the street. 
 
I would appreciate your work to be able to open more shelters. Thank you 
for listening to me and for your attention. Thank you very much. 


