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DC Council Committee on Human Services 

Public Roundtable on the Mayor's 2004-2005 Winter Plan 
Wed. Oct 27, 2004 

11:00 A.M. 
 

 
Good Morning. My name is Raul Duarte. I would like to share with you my 
experience living on the streets during the winter. As we all know the cold 
produces hypothermia and hypothermia brings death. 
  
It is for this reason that I would like to communicate to the Council and the 
community that it is very important that D.C. opens more quality shelters for 
people who are indigent. Shelters should have better services such as 
cleanliness, showers, and counselors and nurses on hand. Without offering 
these services the city is losing an opportunity to help and to really connect 
with the people who come in for a warm and safe place from the cold. Also, 
more people would come in if the shelters had better locations. 
  
The reason why location is so important is because people who are disabled, 
who have no money to take the bus or are under the influence do not have 
the capacity to walk where shelters are currently being located. 
 
It is for this reason that I would like that the Council and the community pay 
attention and take into account our pleas to avoid death this winter. 
  
Right now I am at Neighbors’ Consejo’s program this winter and I am not 
going to suffer from the inclement weather this winter. But I am here 
because I am thinking about the other people who are going to suffer this 
winter. 
 
Thank you for listening and for your attention. 
 
Tranducido del español por Marnie Brady/Translated by Marnie Brady 


